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with England, and instead I made a very earnest request
of France that she should do as the Emperor desired and
agree to hold the conference. The French Government
have now done just what at His Majesty's request I urged
should be done.

Now in turn I most earnestly and with all respect urge
that His Majesty show himself satisfied and accept this
yielding to his wishes by France. I trust that the 'Emperor
understands that I would not for any consideration advise
him to do anything that would be against the interest or
the honor either of himself or of his people, any more than
I would counsel such an action as regards my own country;
and I say conscientiously that I am advising just the con-
duct that I would myself take under like circumstances;
and I venture to give the advice at all only because, us I
took the action I did on the Emperor's request, it seems but
right that in reporting the effect of thin action I should"
give my own views thereon. I say with all possible em-
phasis that I regard this yielding by France, this conces-
sion by her which she had said sho could not make and
which she now has made, as representing a genuine triumph
for the Emperor's diplomacy; so that if the result IB now
accepted it will be not merely honorable for Germany but
a triumph. You know that I am not merely a sincere ad-
mirer and well-wisher of Germany, but also of Hin Majesty.
I feel that he stands as the leader among the Bovereigns
of to-day who have their faces set toward the future, and
that it is not only of the utmost importance for his own
people but of the utmost importance for all mankind that
his power and leadership for good should be unimpaired,
I feel that now, having obtained what he asks, it would be
most unfortunate even to seem to raise questions about
minor details, for if under such circumstances the dreadful
calamity of war should happen, 1 fear that his high and
honorable fame might be clouded. He has won a great
triumph; he has obtained what his opponents in England
and France said he never would obtain, and what I myself
did not believe he could obtain. The result is a striking